OLDEST-RECORDED DRUG USE 


ALCOHOL 
Fermented beer-gruel 
Raqefet Cave, Israel 
12000 BCE 


We tr es 

our ears hear, our han 

our fongues ‘astoro kno 

We trust our brains to in 

that reality and be honest with us 
about our memories and present. 
But the window through which 
you look out on your existence is 
changeable. A puff of smoke, a pill, 
a scrap of paper, a liquid, a food, 
even the expression of our genes 
or traumas-—the slightest thing 
can do it. It’s uncomfortable to 
acknowledge how misplaced that 
trust is and how fragile we are. 
But at least once you've gotten 


past the bummer, you can get 
to the good times. 


A year and a half into the pandemic, 
you hardly need drugs to realize 
how time, and our perception of 
what normal is, can warp. The Nib 
team began initially planning the 
Drugs issue in the fall of 2019. 

Like all topics that we pick, 

it seemed like one where we 


Then the spring of 2020 came, 
and we put the issue planning 
on hold with everything else in 
our lives. With the shock of the 
first shutdowns wearing off, we 
threw ourselves into planning 
and producing the Pandemic 
issue to reckon with the shared 
global trauma we were undergoing. 
Now, in April of 2021, it is drugs— 
the vaccines, and their bumpy 
rollout around the world—that 
captivate us again. 


Drugs can be as many things as the 
states and outcomes they induce. 
Ashley Caswell’s comic shows how 
drugs that can change our bodies 
can also change our relationship 
with the healthcare professionals 
who are supposed to administer 
them. Matt Lubchansky explores 
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full display in this issue, with 
Sophie Yanow and Zack Rustin 
reporting on how new weed 
markets are wrestling with 
communities of color devastated 
by mass incarceration for a now- 
legal substance. Yazan al-Saadi 
and Omar Al Fil follow a hash 
dealer from from an unnamed 
Gulf country who raps about 
smuggling his wares from Yemen 
to Saudi Arabia by donkey. 

This issue brings stories of joy, 
hedonism, loss, and community. 


Just relax, lie back, take a deep 
read, then pass it to the left. 


Andy Warner 


Andy Warner 
Contributing Editor 
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DISPATCH FROM THE MEDICINE CABINET 


Lit Do S 


Lithium carbonate, a salt, 
is @ psychiatric medication for 


treating mania and reducing 
suicidality in those with bipolar 


ee 


John Cade, an Australian psychiatrist and 
I prisoner of war, treated veterans 
as director of the Bundoora Repatriation 
Mental Hospital in Melbourne. , 


He then injected guinea pigs with urine 
at increasing doses until they died. 


\t appears that 
the urine of 
manic patients 


This was 
not true. 


And its path to discovery as a 
therapeutic could never likely be 
replicated... 


An 
Elemental 
Enigma 
Whit Taylor 


Hoping to determine whether mania was 

caused by a toxin, Cade set up a crude 

research study, collecting urine samples 
from his patients. 


To determine whether uric acid was 
the toxin, Cade added \ithium carbonate 
solution to make it water soluble. 
He then injected the lithium carbonate 
by itself into guinea pigs as a control... 


Cade made another inaccurate deduction. 


The lithium 
{ clearly calmed 
/ their nerves. 


In reality, © 
they were 


probably ill from ins 


\ithium poisoning. 


He failed to note that 
some of his patients got 
ied from < 


Z 


sick and 
lithium poisoning. 


He ultimotel 
abandoned the drug, 
concluding that it 


was not safe, 


The hypothesis 
that started his 
work was crude. 
His experimental 
design was not 
particularly clean, and 
his interpretation of 
the animal data may 
have been wrong. 


Nevertheless, « spark 
jumped in John Cade’s 
questing mind. 


After establishing « safe human dose 
on himself, Cade treated a number of 
his manic patients with it, reporting 
quick recoveries. 


\t would take the rigorous work 
of other psychiatrists, like Mogens 
Schou, to confirm \ithium’s 
effectiveness in treating mania. 


j Lithium therapy was not viable 
until lithium levels could be 

routinely measured in the blood 
to determine safe dosing. 


Cade’s seemingly serendipitous discovery 
ushered in a new era of psycho- 


pharmacology, saving lives in the process. 


{Even the small boy \ 
Fishing after school | 
in @ muddy Aue with | 


a string and bent pin | 
occasionally hauls / 
forth a handsome / 

Fish. / 


DISPATCH FROM THE MEDICINE CABINET 


DISPATCH FROM A HIGH-FUNCTIONING MEMBER OF THE NEW NORMAL 


bd vou i ATE MON DAYS It's a “selective serotonin reuptake inhibitor,” 
v or SSRI - it artificially boosts the serotonin 
9 levels in my brain, which have been determined 
OR hs IT SOMETHING ELSE @_ | to be low by a medical professional. 


MATT LUBCHANSKY 


One of the very last things I did before New 
York City’s lockdown early in the pandemic 
was get a prescription for Escitalopram - 
you might know it as Lexapro. 


The SSRIs will make these levels closer to what According to the National Center for Health 

is considered normal, allowing me to function Statistics, about 13% of people over the age 

more regularly. of twelve take some form of antidepressant 
medication in the USA. 


Regular functioning is obviously required 
to become a productive member of society. 


I make comics, the cornerstone of the American 
economy, so it’s very important that I work at 
maximum efficiency. 


As working people's conditions erode, as the 
state murders with impunity abroad and at 
home, as the ocean levels rise, all at an 
exponential speed? 


Productivity is when you are generating 
something of monetary valve. 


Am I depressed because I'm helpless as the 
world seemingly crumbles? 


Glad | fixed that. 
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DISPATCH FROM A HIGH-FUNCTIONING MEMBER OF THE NEW NORMAL 


DISPATCH FROM MY HAPPY PLACE 


ROLLER COASTER 
by Rowan Oats 


When my parents met in the early 
80s, my dad was already diagnosed 
with manic depression (now known 

as bipolar disorder). 


| knew Dad had pills, and when he 
took them he felt better. So much 
better that he stopped taking them. 


| grew up during the Swedish “happy 
pill’ revolution so | learned about 
depression from magazines and TV. 


Byener or later, things would go 
downhill - fast. There were a couple 
of close calls. 


Much of my childhood was spent 
watching him, looking for signs. 

| couldn't trust that I'd come home 
to the dad | loved. | learned to 


avoid him when he was in “a mood.’ 


Maybe wed still be talking if he'd 
taken better care of himself. 

| don't know my dad. He was so often 
someone else. 


He's not like that anymore, he says. 
He doesn't want to be on meds for 
the rest of his life. He's fine. 


Most of all I'm afraid I'm just like him. 
Who am | hurting when | say I'm fine? 


DISPATCH FROM MY HAPPY PLACE 


DISPATCH FROM THE HASH HIGHWAY 


PLEASE UNDERSTAND, MY SURVIVAL 
WAS FUELED BY UNFAVORABLE 
EVENTS, AND I MUST CONCEAL my 
MEANS OF DELIVERING ENDS. 


Man 
Arab Gulf country* 


PROWLIN’ MY CITY, PLOTTIN’ A MASTER PLAN, 


THOUGHTS OF MOTIVATION OFTEN FAR AND FEW. 


I WISED UP TO THE DONKEY’S POINT OF VIEW. 


SEE, MY VISION OF 
LADIES, RIDES, AND 
REVENUE COINCIDES 

WITH THE WRONG SIDE 
OF WHAT SOCIETIES 
TELL YOU TO DO. 


100 kilos of Yemeni hash 
(street value: $550,000) 


The 


Dean 


Verses From a Has 


LIFE’S TOO SHORT TO LIVE WITH 
NOTHING TO SPARE, AND I’M SPITEFUL 
TO THE RICH, BORN AS I WAS WHEN 
THE CUPBOARDS WERE BARE. 


Guat 


h Dealer in the Gulf 


rded by: Yazan Al-Saadi 


Reco ed by: Omar Al Fil 


Produc 


Najran Province, 
Southern Saudi Arabia 


IN THE DEAD COAST, THERE IS NO AVENUE 
OR OUTLET FOR ME TO PURSUE. THE REST 
OF MY PEERS ARE COMPLACENT, EATING 
WHAT THOSE ON TOP TELL ‘EM TO. 


YET I AM A GIANT, DEFIANT. 
LIVING IN TRUTH, REALITY BE LYIN’. 


Trained donkeys carry the 
load alone through war zones B. 


See Re a AP 


On the Saudi side 
of the mountain 


AIN'T NO SECOND CHANCES, 
CIRCUMSTANCES DESIGNED TO 
KEEP YOU DOWN WITH THE MASSES, 
CRADLE TO THEM CASKETS. 


WE ROLLIN’ WITH PURPOSE, SLIDING 
THROUGH THE CRACKS LIKE SERPENTS. 
THEY KEPT US IN THE DARK, NOW WE 
GON’ OPEN THE CURTAINS. 


BROKEN PATHS THAT 
OUTLAST THE LIFE THAT 
YOU'VE LIVED, GET PASSED 
TO CHILOREN THAT YOU 
BREED. CROSSING PLANES 
THAT LOOK THE SAME, 
THERE IS NO WAY YOU CAN 
BREAK IT OR ESCAPE. 


I THE KEY TO UNLOCKIN’ THE PAIN, 


A BRICK AND A PLOT EQUAL GAIN. 


THE ROOT OF THE LOOT AIN’T TO £ 


BLAME, NO EVIL IN THIS GAME. 


Saudi Arabia- 
border checkpoint 


HOW I PREVAILED BE NO MIRACLE, 

I WAS NEVER ALONE. WHETHER IN 
FLESH OR IN SOULS, INVOLVED BE my 

WHOLE BLOOD, SPIRIT, AND BONE. 


BUT TO THE DONKEY I 
RELATE, NEVER COMPLAIN, 
I‘LL CARRY THE WEIGHT... 


DISPATCH FROM THE HASH HIGHWAY 


DISPATCH FROM THE SCRATCHING POST 


i 


The effects of catnip, or* 
Nepeta cataria, have been 


known since the 1700s. 


Catnip is a member of the mint family. 
When cats inhale its main oil, 
nepetalactone, their amygdala and 
hypothalamus are provoked, 
causing a reaction similar to a 
sexual response. 


A cat's response to catnip is 
hereditary and around 
70-80% of cats will react to 
it, though kittens under six 
months are immune. 


SMALLPOX TOOTHACHES 


INSOMNIA 


Since our brains are 
wired differently, catnip doesn't have 
the same effect on humans, but it 
remains a popular herbal remedy. 


n~ 


’ e 
MINOT 


TONSILLITIS 


LA, (ae 
More recently, humans have used it as a a The level of catnip found in cat toys sa 
marijuana filler, an ineffective hallucinogen, more concentrated dose than what a co 
and a reliable mosquito repellant. as 


Nin EN 


Hey man, can you stop by 
the pet store again? 


Even if the cat seems to be happy, is it 
responsible as a pet owner to give them 
what is essentially a drug? 


PETA is all for treating cat 
companions to reasonable amounts of 
high-quality catnip and for keeping them 
indoors, where they'll be safe from cars, 
contagious diseases, predators, and cruel 
humans, and be able to enjoy toys 
(including those filled with catnip) 
for years to come. 


It turns out that it's not just domestic cats 
who dig catnip; big cats like it too. And if 
your feline friend is a catnip hater, other 

plants get cats high too - silver vine, 
Tatarian honeysuckle, and valerian root. 
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DISPATCH FROM THE SCRATCHING POST 


DISPATCH FROM THE GROW ROOM 


HOMEGROW FOR ALL p6x' een 


FROM THE DAWN OF TIME 
UNTIL 1937, NO LAWS 
GOVERNED THE CANNABIS 
PLANT. 


THEN THE V.S. TURNED IT INTO 
A CUDGEL AGAINST PEOPLE OF 
COLOR AND IMMIGRANTS. THE 
WORLD FOLLOWED SUIT. 


THESE CORPORATIONS ARE 
TARGETING HOME CULTIVATION. 
THEY SEE IT AS CUTTING INTO 
THEIR PROFITS. 


BUT THE FACT IS ONLY A 
SMALL FRACTION OF USERS 
GROW THEIR OWN, LEGAL 
OR NOT. 


|] CURRENTLY, NOT ONLY HAVE 
3] MANY STATES LEGALIZED 
| CANNABIS BUT WE ARE IN 
|] THE MIDST OF A CORPORATE 
|] TAKEOVER OF THE PLANT. 


LINCOLN, ILLINOIS 


CRESCO LABS 


IT'S NOT ACTUALLY CHEAP OR 
EASY TO GROW DANK NUGS. 
IT REQUIRES HOURS OF 
TRAINING AND HARD WORK, 


"VE SAT IN ON GOVERNMENT |: 


MEETINGS WHERE LARGE 
CANNABIS CORPORATIONS 
HAD TO ADMIT ON PAPER 
THAT IT COSTS $37.50 
FOR THEM TO GROW AN 
OUNCE OF CANNABIS AT 
THE INDUSTRIAL LEVEL. 
IT CAN RETAIL FOR 
MORE THAN $600. 


IN NEW JERSEY, THEY HAVE 
LEGALIZED POSSESSION OF 

UP TO SIX OUNCES OF CANNABIS. 
THE HOMEGROW LAWS, HOWEVER, 
HAVE NOT BEEN REWRITTEN 

AND HOMEGROWING REMAINS 
PUNISHABLE WITH YEARS AND 
EVEN DECADES IN PRISON. 


V PB _ YAS 


3. 
> a 
~ 


Cee SES, 


| AO ES SE Be 


HOMEGROW |S LEGAL IN NEVADA 
BUT NOT IF YOU LIVE WITHIN 
25 MILES OF A DISPENSARY. 


IN OUR NATION!S CAPITAL, YUPPIES 
CAN BUY A $500K CONDO WITH 
LEGAL GROW ROOM BUILT RIGHT IN. 


HUMANS HAD AN ABSOLUTE RIGHT 
TO GROW THIS PLANT ALL OVER 
THE WORLD FOR THE FIRST 6,400 
YEARS OF CIVILIZATION. 


IT'S ONLY JUSTICE IF THAT 
RIGHT IS RETURNED TO ALL 
PEOPLE. 


Weersetense Sn toad 


*NATIONAL ORGANIZATION FOR THE REFORM OF MARIJUANA LAWS 


DISPATCH FROM THE GROW ROOM 


OLDEST-RECORDED DRUG USE 


| 10cm ] 


TOBACCO 

Stone pipe residue 

Pucara de Tilcara, Argentina 
2100 BCE 


| 


BETTER 
LIVING 
THROUGH 
PHARMACIES 


“RESP NSE 


sayng jaysey Aq uo!es3sn|]I 
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Uilknowingly living with an 


THE RESPONSE 


abusive partner ... 


) save itself by sending ie 
warning signs. f 


| I did listen. 


With the hele of my friends, | escayed 
that relationshiy. 


And with my doctor injecting antigsychotics 
into my Vody, | gained strength. 


To escaye, my Conversion disorder 
did the only thing it knew. .. 
adh started 
killugmy = | | 
ory. 


The sickness spread util | became 
bvedbound avd couldut eat or drint. 


with medica tion showing me 
the truth... 


| walls Toward a loving and safe future 
that belongs to me and me alone. 


In 2014, I began suffering a 
mystery illness. I was fatigued with 
brain fog, sunlight made me shaky and 
faintish, and my hair was falling out. 


Hydroxychloroquine was briefly famous 
in 2020 as a possible COVID-19 treatment, 


because “long COVID" symptoms mirror 
those of autoimmune disease. 


Rachel 
Dukes 


Years later, I was diagnosed with a 
chronic, unnamed autoimmune disorder 
and prescribed hydroxychloroquine to 
halt my immune system's self-sabotage. 


It worked and my symptoms 
eased over time. 


I'm not thrilled for a large percentage of 
the planet to suffer like I did, but it has 
led to an international research fervor 

from which I may someday benefit. 


Chronic illness is forever, but I'm 
grateful to have a version of my life 
back thanks to hydroxychloroquine. 


THE RESPONSE 


THE RESPONSE 


*wheeze* 


Mommy, do 
T have to do 
it again? 


little bit, 


sweetie. 


I don't WANNA 
stay for the 
harvest! 


You've taken 
good care o 
your body. 


For some people, getting a urinary 
tract infection is just irritating... 
For people like me, it's agonizing. 


Sorry, but | 
have to leave 
RIGHT NOW! 


Antibiotics cause me myriad side 
effects - nausea, fatigue, yeast 
infections. Most frighteningly 
though, their overuse is leading 
to more resistant bacteria. 


Hmmm - 

'll prescribe you 
Macrobid again, but 
you really don't 
want to be taking 
it this often. 


tan 
ast ae 


Issy 
Manley 


| take precautions and have tried 
(in vain) to access a permanent 
treatment, but | still sometimes 
get infections. When | do, the only 
cure | know is... 


Yet antibiotics are the only thing 
that relieves and remedies the 
excruciating pain of my UTIs and 
prevents the dangerous spread of 
infection to my kidneys. 


THE RESPONSE 


THE NIB INTERVIEW 


~The Nib 


w Interview 


WHAT IF | TOLD YOU THAT THE 
AWFULNESS OF DRUGS HAS BEEN 
WILDLY EXAGGERATED? 


THE PREDOMINANT 
EFFECTS OF DRUGS 
ARE GOOD. 


THEY HAVE 
BENEFICIAL EFFECTS, 
BUT WE GET PAID TO 
STUDY THE NEGATIVE 
\ "EFFECTS OF DRUGS. 


BUT IN HIGH SCHOOL, 
| STARTED SELLING MARIJUANA. 


— a 

| COULD SEE THAT THE PEOPLE WHO » 3 
WERE SMOKING MARIJUANA WERE COOL CATS, 

THEY WERE JUST REGULAR PEOPLE. THAT KIND | 

OF OPENED MY EYES A LITTLE. | 


= 


30 
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As aneuropharmacologist at Columbia University, 
Dr. Car] Hart has spent his life researching drugs— 
and challenging conventional ideas about their 
impact on the body. He is the author of High Price 
and Drug Use for Grown-Ups. 


Interview by Sarah Mirk, drawn by Daniel Irizarri. 


LGREW-UP LIKE MOST PEOPLE. IN‘AMERICA: 
DRUGS: ARE BAD. AND THE.KIDS WHO.USE 
DRUGS,. THEY'RE. BAD. 


|. BELIEVED 
THAT. 


x“ \ T 
THE PUBLIC NARRATIVE IS THAT DRUGS ARE BAD, 4 
THAT THEY PRODUCE THESE AWFUL EFFECTS. 
BUT THEN I'M GETTING PAID TO BRING 
PEOPLE INTO THE LAB TO GIVE THEM; DRUGS. \ F 


YEAR AFTER YEAR, WE GIVE THEM DRUGS AND WITH EVERY DRUG, WHETHER IT’S COCAINE, 
TEST THE EFFECTS. AND THE PREDOMINANT Ale OR BARAK THERE'S SOME HISTORICAL 


EFFECT IS THAT THEY'RE HAVING A GOOD TIME. REPORT ABOUT THE HORRORS OF THIS DRUG 
THAT WAS SOME COGNITIVE DISSONANCE THAT PRODUCING SUPERHUMAN STRENGTH. IT 
GOT ME TO THINKING. PROVIDES A RATIONALE TO ENGAGE IN POLICE 
BRUTALITY. 
QUINTESSENTIAL 
AMERICAN RACISM. 


OUR RESEARCHERS ARE FROM 
A PARTICULAR CLASS AND THEY 
ARE PREDOMINANTLY WHITE. 


| ee ee eee S ‘aL 
ITS NOT LIKE PEOPLE ARE HIDING DATA. 
IT'S JUST THAT THE EMPHASIS IS ON THE “Se 
NEGATIVE ASPECTS. I'M HIGHLIGHTING THAT uum 
SOMETHING'S WRONG WITH THAT. 


EVERYBODY 
KNOWS IT. 
BUT NOBODY'S 
SAYING IT. 


THEY DON'T EVEN THINK OF THEMSELVES AS 
BEING A PART OF THE POLITICAL MACHINERY, 
BUT THEY HELP TO PROP UP OUR DRUG LAWS. 


THE NIB INTERVIEW 


The Nib Bureau 
of Statistics 


Side effects may include fatigue, soreness, and a generation 
of policies disproportionately affecting people of color. 


By Wang Xulin 


NINE OUT OF 10 PEOPLE IN POOR COUNTRIES MIGHT NOT RECEIVE A 
COVID-19 VACCINE BEFORE 2022, AS WEALTHY COUNTRIES BUY UP INITIAL 


SUPPLIES AND SECURE FUTURE ONES BY PREORDER. 
Ml PREORDERED 


!)) POTENTIAL FOR 
EXPANSION IN DEAL 


BEST-AND WORST-SUPPLIED COUNTRIES 


CANADA 

USA 

U.K. 

AUSTRALIA 
EU 

JAPAN 
VIETNAM 
INDIA 
ISRAEL 
SWITZERLAND 
INDONESIA 


BRAZIL 


LATIN AMERICA 
(EXCL. BRAZIL) 


EGYPT 


14° OF THE WORLD'S ..USED 5377. OF 
POPULATION IN RICH THE INITIAL PLANNED 
COUNTRIES... Mem SUPPLY OF COVID-19 
i> ex VACCINES. 
MANY PEOPLE IN POORER NATIONS, FACING THE SAME 
LOCKDOWNS AND SMALLER STATE SAFETY NETS, MUST R 
ON COVAX, A JOINT FUND RUN BY THE WHO AND TWO NGOS. 


MEXICO 


CHINA 


6 
DOSES PER PERSON 


10 


SOURCE: AIRFINITY 
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THE GLOBAL SCRAMBLE FOR A CURE: \ 


WITH A CHAOTIC MIXTURE OF PUBLIC, NONPROFIT, AND PRIVATE FUNDING, THE 
NATIONS AND CORPORATIONS OF THE WORLD PRODUCED THE FASTEST VACCINE 


TURNAROUND IN HUMAN HISTORY - 10 TIMES OVER AND COUNTING. 


WHO HAS FUNDED THE COVID VACCINES? 
GOVERNMENT [fj private [Not For PROFIT 


PFIZER/ 
SINOVAC NOVAVAX MODERNA_ BioNTech 
$2.26B8 $2.49B $2.65B $ 3.13B 


| 


SANOFI/ a ; 
TRANSLATE SANOFI/ JOHNSON \ AstraZeneca | 
BIO GSK  &JOHNSON CUREVAC PSE ae 
$417.75M $796.51M $1.09B $1.74B $ 11.40B 
@ cy q ® 


EACH OF THE VACCINES WORKS IN ITS OWN WAY, 
BUT THERE ARE FOUR MAIN TYPES. 


VACCINE CANDIDATES IN CLINICAL TRIALS PHASES I-III* 


USES A WEAKENED OR DEACTIVATED VIRUS TO TRIGGER > 
PROTECTIVE IMMUNITY 


NUCLEIC 


USES VIRAL GENETIC MATERIAL (DNA OR RNA) TO TRIGGER AN IMMUNE RESPONSE 


a 
VIRAL VECTOR ¥*15 


USES A MODIFIED VIRUS (VECTOR) TO DELIVER COVID-19 GENETIC INFO TO THE IMMUNE SYSTEM 


SOURCE: AIRFINITY 


VIRUS OR NOT, THE WAR 
ON DRUGS GRINDS ON. 
~\S\ 


PERCENTAGES OF WORLDWIDE CONSUMPTION 
SOURCE: AROUND THE WORLD: AN ATLAS FOR TODAY 

te BY ANDREW LOSOWSKY (2013) 
SS jones 


9 
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NORTH | 
AMERICA 


8% 28% 87. “oy 


CENTRAL 
es 
ug 


AMERICA 


| 
17.27. 


SOUTH 
AMERICA 


37 12% 17. 


THE UNITED STATES ALONE SPENDS AN 
ESTIMATED $51 BILLION ANNUALLY ON THE 
WARON DRUGS. PAST PROGRAMS INCLUD 


DISTRIBUTION OF HARD DRUGS WORLDWIDE 


COLORS OF COUNTRIES INDICATE TYPE OF DRUG PRODUCTION. 
ARROWS INDICATE CORRESPONDING SMUGGLING ROUTES. 


7™ 


*AMPHETAMINE-TYPE STIMULANTS 
(INCLUDING SPEED AND ECSTACY) 


ASIA 


CENTRAL 
ASIA AND 
MIDDLE EAST 


573% 177. 


ae Sn 


OCEANIA “@ 
a 


27. 27. 


BIG PHARMA’S RECORD PROFITS JUST KEEP GETTING ? 
e@® WBIGGER AND BIGGER Uy 2h “GC 
THE INDUSTRY IS PROJECTED TO BE WORTH $1.5 TRILLION BY 2023. 


2018 SPENDING PER CAPITA ON PRESCRIPTION 

DRUGS IN SELECT COUNTRIES ($USD) 
USA 
SWITZERLAND 
GERMANY 
FRANCE 
AUSTRIA 
IRELAND 
GREECE 
SWEDEN 
U.K. 


DENMARK 


$0 $200 $400 $600 $800 $1000 $1200 $1400 
SOURCE: ORGANISATION FOR ECONOMIC CO-OPERATION AND DEVELOPMENT 


AMERICANS TAKE MORE PHARMACEUTICAL DRUGS THAN ANYONE ELSE 
AND PAY MORE FOR THEM THAN ANYONE ELSE. THIS IS DRIVEN BY A 
YEAR-OVER-YEAR INCREASE IN COSTS OF PROPRIETARY-BRAND 
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ny 


$602 


$s09 £543 V\tt | 


$459 
$401 Bl g 
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2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 
SOURCE: 46BROOKL YN RESEARCH 


Ey cdfent Comics Fora DeBasedD Age.” 
—Yoyee Carol Oates 


From our descent 
into the Trump era to the 
2020 pandemic, we've collected 200 pages 

of our best political cartoons and satire on our 
dystopian hellscape. Featuring interviews and 
work from more than two dozen Nib cartoonists! 


THE ARCHIVE 


Drink and Draw 

At the dawn of the 20th century, 
a wide range of now-banned 
drugs were perfectly legal, 
leading to the lament of the 
beleaguered saloon keeper in 

the adjoining Puck cartoon. 

Asa Candler, a former druggist, 
put cocaine in his Coca-Cola 
until 1906. Prominent women 

of the day could visit the finest 
silversmiths to procure sterling- 
silver syringe sets for their opium 
habit. Laudanum was an alcohol- 
opium mixture that was given 

to crying babies, stressed out 
mothers, and anyone suffering 
from chronic pain. It formed the 
basis of many homemade elixirs 
that “snake-oil salesmen” and 
their ilk foisted upon the public 
to cure any ill one could think of. 
These elixirs, and laudanum itself, 
had a good chance of addicting 
their customers—ensuring future 
sales and foreshadowing the 
OxyContin addiction crisis of 
the 21st century. 


The Harrison Narcotics Act of 
1914 made cocaine and opium 
available by prescription only. 
This was followed by the ban 
on alcohol with the passage of 
the Volstead Act in 1919, which 
brought about the gangsters, 
murders, bribery, speakeasies, 
and bathtub gin of Prohibition. 


Winsor McCay, “Death the Modern Bartender,” 
Chicago Herald-Examiner 
(July 24, 1927) 


Of all drugs, alcohol was 

the one that most consumed 
(and, incidentally, most 
consumed by) cartoonists. 
Starting in the 18th century 
with William Hogarth’s 
“Gin Alley” and through the 
early 20th century, many political 
cartoonists were in support 

of the temperance movement. 
Though a number of cartoonists 
were against Prohibition because 
of its ill effects on society, they 
nonetheless continuously 
warned readers about the evils 3 
of imbibing alcohol in excess, 
a practice that continued well 
after Prohibition was repealed 
in 1933, their own alcohol 
consumption aside. 


Warren Bernard 
author/lecturer on the history 
of editorial-political cartoons 
and the executive director of 
the Small Press Expo 


Drawn by Exam Froner 


Extinct 


Emil Flohri, “Extinct,” Judge (March 1, 1919) 
The name “Souserus” for the bottle-and-barrel 


donkey is a play on the term “soused.” 
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¥.OTTMANN LITH.CO. PUCK BLOG. N.Y. 


THE AGE [ 


SALOON. KEEPER.— The kind of drunkard I make is going 


or"o y 
n) 
| CUREFU uy 


| | Comeounges, | 


CopyRIGHT, 1900, BY KEPPLER & SCHWARZMANN. 


>F DRUGS. 


ut of fashion. I can’t begin to compete with this fellow. 


Louis Dalrymple, “The Age of Drugs,” Puck (October 10, 1900) 
The caption reads: Saloon Keeper: The kind of drunkard | make is going out of fashion. | can't compete with this fellow. 
41 


THE ARCHIVE 


Turn on. Tune in. Buy books. When you 
log into The Nib bookstore, you not only 
expand your mind and open up to new 
experiences, you're supporting a global 


community of award-winning comic 
artists and writers. For the intoxicating 
buzz that only comes from comics, 
take a trip to thenib.com/bookstore. 


THEONZB 


Illustration by Andy Warner 


= 
i 
LU 


saynivad 


sayunivad 


FEATURES 


Umm... I think igs 
seven in the fridge. 


Okay, so I’ve got you 
~ down for Orgalutran 
and Gonal-F, then Ovidrel 
jm for the trigger... =~ 
Do you have an * 
progesterone left | 
from last time? 


- Great, your "= 
prescriptions will be _ 
sent to the clinic , 
_ on Thursday. 


Mumm > Mummy! 
It’s a blue bike! 
et 


PAG 


Jes, 
ii darling. v \s | 
tae Ae 


Vidarling. 


V, oA 
Ss | Emily was there the day they 
Fertility treatment has provided me transferred the embryo that became 


_ with the least fun drug experiences | 
of my life. My partner Tom and I 
were not excited to relive them, 

ae but we wanted another baby. 


i ad 


our beautiful, bottom-having son 
over three years ago. 
iis ween 


I've got 
my fingers 
crossed for 


= So here’s where 
= the fees are listed... ° 
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In vitro fertilization (IVF) is a complex g 

series of medical procedures used over GEGG ©) ©Emsryo 

one or more oilation cycles to help 2 DEVELOPMENT = 
people get pregnant. FERTILZED QO<_ 


(3) SPER 


The first IVF bahia was born 
™= on a natural cycle, \ 
i but they went throu a 40 or 50 
natural Sere to Bet he one hat 


So it became clear that if you give 
women drugs to stimulate their ovaries 
and you get more eggs, then you've got 
a better chance per cycle of oa he 
good egg that uals make IVF wo 


RW Associate Professor Peter Hinguert, 
. Director IVF Australia 


With IVF, it’s all about manipulating key hormones: 
oFSH ieee »LH 


stimulating hormone. Luteinizing 
Makes your body hormone. 


oduce S. 
—e HCG iret 


comait 
imeLANTS! 
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“From about 1183-84 onwards, © 
people started using injections | 
to stimulate the ovaries.” 


cs 


. When you arent ovulating regularly 
= — — or-at all, you might be prescribed 
By the mid-1110s, a Clomid, a very old synthetic drug, or 
standard regimen emerged. letrozole, which work in different 
i ways to kick start ovulation. 


a sao 


Then, you might be put on 
the sian an pill so that 
your menstrual cycle can 
be precisely timed. 


Jour hormones and ovaries are 
monitored closely through the process. 


Our issue is male factor infertility, 
So we get our bag of goodies three 
days after my period begins. 


That | 


For the first few weeks, 
Tom and I go into the clinic 
nearly every day for blood tests 

and transvaginal ultrasounds. 


\ 


So Tern, remember 200mg, J 


Emily calls each afternoon 
with updates. 


I start with a drug called Gonal-F, A person with ovaries will normally 
produce one egg per month, but with 


Gonal-F you can get 20... although 
the most I’ve ever produced is ll. 


which is a jacked-up form of FSH. 


Please don’t cry. 


In the 1150s, Italian scientist 
Piero Donini was the first to extract 
and purify FSH and LH and speculated — 4 : 
that they could be used for ) These [> ...with the. 
fertility treatment. | hormones | _ highest volume 
$3 | are found fF — found in 
| infemale = postmenopausal 
urine... fF women. 


It took a bold Austrian-Israeli medical 
student by the name of Bruno Lunenfeld 
to kick off clinical trials with Donini’s 
employer, pharmaceutical company Serano. 

a D1, just a kid, SNENEE 


june 
= had to stand before 7 "9" 


"the board of directors, 
(9m, and ask them... 


si, fe 
al bes 7 SF 2 ma | Very nice, 
—, | ip but we are | 
et a drug factory, F 
Bi not a urinal factory. 


x . 


Sted 


t eawto help us find 400 menopausal 2 
"FA women who would agree to collect } 
do their urine daily.” 
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t ee —— 


Sweely for Lunenfeld, a member of ca For over 30 years, the urine of 


by the Serano board who was actually postmenopausal Catholic nuns in Italy 
| super into the idea was also the was collected to make Serano’s 


nephew of cores Pius XK. fertility drug, Pergonal. 


' alee | 9 : 
é Li 
; IZ ks § | 
A L) \ RS 
-- -Ettook 10 nuns 10 days 
_ to produce enough wee for = 
yea Vatican had - a single treatment, which is one of 
a yea share the reasons that the synthetic version, 


of Serano. Gonal-F, was created i in 115. 


Gonal-F is made from rata cell lines using Hela cells* 
or cells from the ovaries of Chinese h Snot ters: 


_ The cells of ™& 
Henrietta Lacks, “> i 
an African American woman 
XY died - cancer in 1781. ‘oe 


co im 


--Gonal-F makes me feel emotionally First marketed in Europe in 2000, 


' volatile,'a sensation that is Orgalutran stops you from ovulating. 
heightened a week later with the. It’s based on the GnRH hormone that is 
addition of another drug: ——-_—s responsible for releasing both FSH and LH. 
, icing mene ali 7 Sate ated el 


Orgalutran, a.k.a. the big needle. — 


T can’t believe we're paying & 
thousands of dollars for the 


Premature ovulation could result 
in eggs that are too immattireyto be used 
in IVF, which is a big deal when you're 
spending a small fortune and a wealth of 
emotional energy to get the largest 
number of eggs you can. 
Ai wy 


oe 4 A a 
Ug i 2 : | a 
y Over the next week, the giant needle J 
i? leaves so many bruises and rashes, J 
| my guts look like a galaxy. yt) 
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The last needle I need is Ovidrel, 36 hours after my trigger shot, 
a.k.a. choriogonadotropin alfa injection, TU ovulate. 
a.k.a. the “trigger shot.” 
It’s a synthetic version of 
the pregnancy hormone HCG. 


FEATURES 


Want a cuddle? 


Are you ready? 


Mummy and Daddy are 
/ busy right now. a 


At the crack of dawn one Monday, 
we head to a nearby private hospital. 


I'm relieved that we won't 
have to do this anymore. 


Mummy! 
Daddy! 
I have 


So that’s a thousand for the 
surgery and another 


cl). thousand for the anesthetic. 
ISN WN 


Jes, 
darling. 
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For my egg-retrieval = Pasize given propofol, - aid GD. 
surgery, 1 am put in a an “induction agent” a synthetic opioid similar 
medically induced coma. for general anesthetic to morphine but 
Tm intravenously given that causes loss of 50 to 100 times more 
a consciousness potent, for the pain. 
I last had fentanyl the 
day my son was born. 


benzodiazepine used for (praise the Lord)..: 
anesthesia that also 
conveniently causes 
memory loss... 


13 


bring you 
breakfast 
when you 
wake up. 


What would 


you be doing 
if you weren't here? 


MY CC 1ea 
When I'wake up, they tell me they [EE 
only retrieved she egg, of which just While I've been out cold, © 
three are mature enough to fertilize. | Tom has gone back to the clinic 


We had been hoping for 10 to 15. 


comes To jizz in a jar. 


Tm so angry with my body, ¥ 
ee ie barely hold a 
= back the tears. 


FEATURES 


FEATURES 


The next day, the clinic calls to tell me The last drug in my regimen is Crinone, 
a miracle has happened: All three eggs 
were successfully fertilized. 


a vaginal gel that contains natural 
progesterone, a hormone that is 
necessary for maintaining a healthy 

pregnancy. 


The wait before the transfer is torture, 
but our little embryos keep growing, cells dividing. 


at 5, a > 


VL 


On day three, our embryologist tells me they're looking good. 


© © 660 


5 


The day of the embryo transfer __.And Emily is off sick, 

tooks-alSECEa lon can't come so L have a different nurse. 
because he’s waiting on the result , 
from a COVID"14 test. 


f} 
It’s a good little femme 
blastocyst, I’ve got 
my f 


4 Wg ee e Nee ananicah ree 4 The doctor’s enthusiasm buoys my spirits, 
ecole Se nga eters Maer, and on the way home, a dear friend texts 


io eo a to say their baby boy has arrived. 


SS 


Cu | a 


~~ A ny) 
TS mn? 
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The aS 


Pot-to-Prisom 
pe, Pipelime 


A 


BY ZACK RUSKIN 
3% SOPHIE YANOW 


FEATURES 


HOW DOES A PLANT BECOME A CRIME? SOMETIMES, ALL IT TAKES IS A FEW WORDS. 


OVER THE YEARS, CANNABIS SATIVA HAS HAD BUT TRAGICALLY, ANOTHER PHRASE HAS BEGUN 
MANY NAMES. TO GRACE THE LIPS OF ANYONE FOLLOWING 
CANNABIS OVER THE LAST 4O YEARS. 


WE KNOW YOU'VE BEEN 
SELLING THE MARIJUANA! 


POT-TO-PRISON 
YOU KNOW WHAT I'M 


PIPELINE. 
TALKING ABOUT: THE 


GANJA, THE BUD. THE MARY 
JANE. THE HIPPIE LETTUCE. 
YOU'RE ABOUT TO DOA 
WHOLE LOTTA TIME! 


THIS FIGURATIVE PIPELINE IS CENTRAL TO 
WHAT'S KNOWN AS THE WAR ON DRUGS, 
AN ERA OF AMERICANS BEING ARRESTED, 
CONVICTED, AND SENTENCED UNDER STRINGENT 
NEW DRUGS LAWS. 


THE MARIJUANA TAX ACT OF 1937 OUTLAWED 
POSSESSION AND SALE OF CANNABIS, BUT IT 
WAS PRESIDENT NIXON'S 1971 CONTROLLED 

SUBSTANCES ACT THAT REALLY OPENED THE 

FLOODGATES OF INCARCERATION. 


PUBLIC ENEMY 
NUMBER ONE IN THE 
UNITED STATES IS 
DRUG ABUSE. 


JOHN EHRLICHMAN, ONE OF NIXON'S FORMER 
TOP AIDES, EXPLAINED THE ADMINISTRATION'S 
FERVOR IN A 1994 INTERVIEW: 


of , 
WE KNEW WE COULDNT 
MAKE IT ILLEGAL TO BE 
EITHER AGAINST THE 
WAR OR BLACK, BUT BY 
GETTING THE PUBLIC TO 
ASSOCIATE THE HIPPIES 


WITH MARIWUANA AND 
BLACKS WITH HEROIN... 
WE COULD DISRUPT : 
THOSE COMMUNITIES 


UNDER THE CONTROLLED SUBSTANCES 
ACT, A VARIETY OF DRUGS WERE 
"SCHEDULED" AT THE FEDERAL LEVEL. 
"SCHEDULE 1" WAS THE STRICTEST 
DESIGNATION, SAID TO HAVE "NO 
CURRENTLY ACCEPTED MEDICAL USE 
AND A HIGH POTENTIAL FOR ABUSE.” 


THIS ACT WAS THE FIRST MAJOR SEGMENT IN 
THE POT-TO-PRISON PIPELINE, LAYING THE 
GROUNDWORK FOR FUTURE LEGISLATION 
THAT RELIED ON THESE DESIGNATIONS TO 
DOLE OUT HARSH PUNISHMENT. 
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IN 1986, PRESIDENT REAGAN SIGNED THE 
ANTI-DRUG ABUSE ACT INTO LAW, WHICH 
ESTABLISHED MANDATORY MINIMUM SENTENCES 
FOR NUMEROUS NONVIOLENT DRUG OFFENSES, 
INCLUDING THOSE CONCERNING CANNABIS. 
PRISON POPULATIONS EXPLODED. 


BUT IT WASN'T BAGS OF CANNABIS FLOWER 
OR VIALS OF CRACK COCAINE BEING LOCKED UP. 
IT WAS PEOPLE. PEOPLE WHO ALSO MADE FOR 

AN INVALUABLE SOURCE OF FREE LABOR 
FOR THE PRISON-INDUSTRIAL COMPLEX. 


PRESIDENT CLINTON LATER SIGNED THE VIOLENT 
CRIME CONTROL AND LAW ENFORCEMENT ACT 
OF 1994, WHICH PROVIDED HUGE INCREASES IN 

MANPOWER AND RESOURCES TO MANY LAW 

ENFORCEMENT AGENCIES, USHERING IN A LITERAL 

WAR ON INNER-CITY COMMUNITIES. 


IN 2020, DRUG-RELATED CONVICTIONS 
ACCOUNTED FOR 46% OF PEOPLE HELD INA 
FEDERAL PRISON. THE U.S. IMPRISONS MORE 
PEOPLE THAN ANY OTHER NATION IN THE 

WORLD: 2.3 MILLION AS OF 2.020. 


INCLUDED AMONG THOSE PEOPLE WAS MICHAEL 
THOMPSON: MICHIGAN'S LONGEST-SERVING 
NONVIOLENT DRUG OFFENDER. 


THAT SAME YEAR, ACROSS THE COUNTRY, 
CALIFORNIA BECAME THE FIRST STATE TO SIT 
IN OPEN REVOLT OF THE FEDERAL CANNABIS 
STATUS QUO, WHEN VOTERS APPROVED 
PROPOSITION 2.15, ALLOWING 
STATE-SANCTIONED MEDICAL MARIJUANA 


(i 


THOMPSON WAS JAILED IN 1996 FOR SELLING 
CANNABIS TO A POLICE INFORMANT. 


IN 2012, BOTH COLORADO AND THE STATE OF 
WASHINGTON LEGALIZED CANNABIS FOR USE BY 
ANY LEGAL ADULT -- NO DOCTOR'S NOTE 
REQUIRED. SINCE THEN, THE DOMINOES 
HAVEN'T STOPPED FALLING. 


(LEGAL FoR MED. USE 


(LEGAL FOR MED. USE, LIMITED THC 
C3 prouisiteo 
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IN 2018, MICHIGAN VOTED TO LEGALIZE a0 aes agg Sack 
THE SALE AND USE OF RECREATIONAL CANNABIS. RT ST #0 YEARS, THE SO-CALL 


YET IN THE SAME YEAR, MICHAEL THOMPSON ae a we co 
WAS ONCE AGAIN DENIED PAROLE. yor oranr GED AGAI 
BLACK AND BROWN BODIES. 


FEATURES 


PEOPLE IN PRISON 
FOR DRUG- 
RELATED 


FEDERAL 


AND EVEN BETWEEN 2.001 AND 2010, THE PATCHWORK LEGALIZATION ON A 
AMERICAN CIVIL LIBERTIES UNION FOUND THAT STATE-BY-STATE BASIS HAS MADE EFFORTS TO 
BLACKS WERE NEARLY FOUR TIMES MORE LIKELY SECURE PARDON OR COMMUTATION FOR PEOPLE 

THAN WHITES TO BE ARRESTED FORA LIKE THOMPSON UNIMAGINABLY DIFFICULT, 
CANNABIS-RELATED CRIME, DESPITE ROUGHLY BUT MANY CONTINUE TO PRESSURE 
EQUAL USAGE RATES THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT. 


WHILE THESE FOUNDATIONAL EFFORTS ARE 
MADE, AS THE CANNABIS INDUSTRY GROWS, 
WHAT IS BEING DONE TO ENSURE THAT THOSE 
PREVIOUSLY PUNISHED FOR SELLING NOW GET AN 
EQUITABLE CHANCE AT THE LEGAL 
ALTERNATIVE? 


A PROUD AND POPULAR CANNABIS SELLER 
(""WEEDMAN") FOR MOST OF HIS LIFE, BLUNT 
GRADUATED WITH HONORS FROM OAKLAND'S 
CANNABIS COLLEGE, OAKSTERDAM UNIVERSITY, 
IN 2008. BY 2013, HOWEVER, HE'D DECIDED 
TO STOP SELLING ENTIRELY, CONVINCED 
HIS DREAM OF OPENING A BLACK-OWNED 
DISPENSARY WAS SIMPLY IMPOSSIBLE. 


ONLY PEOPLE THAT 
WERE BLACK IN THE 
DISPENSARIES WERE 
BUYING THE WEED OR 
SECURITY. THAT 
ALWAYS BOTHERED ME 
BECAUSE | WANTED TO 
SELL WEED ASA 
PROFESSIONAL. 


ALPHONSO "TUCKY" BLUNT WAS 
ARRESTED IN 2.004 IN CALIFORNIA FOR 
SELLING CANNABIS AT AGE 16, DESPITE 
THE FACT THAT MEDICAL MARIJUANA 

WAS LEGAL THERE. 


EQUITY PROGRAMS ARE ONE SOLUTION. THEY 
WORK BY RESERVING A PERCENTAGE OF 
LICENSES FOR THOSE WHO QUALIFY BASED ON 
CRITERIA LIKE PAST CONVICTION RECORDS OR 
YEARS OF RESIDENCE IN A COMMUNITY WITH 
HIGH DRUG-LAW-ENFORCEMENT RATES. 


BUREAU OF 
CANNABIS 
CONTROL 


LICENSE No: 
ft tt el oe 


PREMISE - 
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ON THE VERGE OF LAUNCHING A DELIVERY 
NINA PARKS GOT INVOLVED IN THE CANNABIS SERVICE, GIFT OF DOJA, ACROSS THE 


INDUSTRY AFTER HER BROTHER WAS ARRESTED COUNTRY IN THE SAN FRANCISCO BAY AREA, 
AND LATER CONVICTED IN NEW YORK CITY PARKS REFUSED TO SEE HER BROTHER'S 
FOR CANNABIS POSSESSION. VISION GO UNREALIZED. 


FEATURES 


THERE WAS NO WAY 
THAT | WAS GOING TO 
FALL VICTIM TOA 
SYSTEM LOOKING TO 
DEHUMANIZE MY FAMILY, 
ESPECIALLY FOR 
SOMETHING PEOPLE 
WERE HAVING 
CONFERENCES ABOUT. 


PARKS AND OTHER ADVOCATES BECAME 
INSTRUMENTAL IN ENSURING SOCIAL EQUITY 
PROGRAMS BECAME A STANDARD PART OF THE 
LEGAL CANNABIS FRAMEWORK. 


THE FIRST CITY TO ADOPT AN EQUITY PROGRAM 
WAS OAKLAND, CALIFORNIA. THE CITY IN TURN 
SELECTED TUCKY BLUNT TO RECEIVE A LICENSE 
TO OPEN THE WORLD'S FIRST EQUITY-OWNED 
AND OPERATED DISPENSARY. IN 2.018, BLUNTS + 

MOORE FINALLY WELCOMED ITS FIRST 
CUSTOMERS. TODAY IT SITS ACROSS FROM 
ORACLE ARENA, ONCE HOME TO THE NBA'S 

GOLDEN STATE WARRIORS. 


I'VE BEEN SELLING 
CANNABIS SINCE | WAS 16. 
I'M 40 NOW, SO TO HAVE 
PEOPLE WHO WERE 
BUYING FROM ME WHEN | 
PARKS ALSO FOUNDED SUPERNOVA WOMEN, WAS 16 NOW COMING 
A NONPROFIT ORGANIZATION THAT ASPIRES TO INTO THE STORE THAT | 
HELP PEOPLE OF COLOR CLAIM THEIR SHARE IN OWN TO BUY IT FROM 
THE CANNABIS INDUSTRY. ; ME? TALK ABOUT 
AMAZING. 


ADDITIONAL RESOURCES FOR EQUITY 
OPERATORS ARE ALSO SOMETIMES PROVIDED 
AT BOTH THE LOCAL AND STATE LEVEL. EVEN 

WITH THIS ASSISTANCE, HOWEVER, THE 
APPLICATION PROCESS CAN OFTEN TAKE 
YEARS -- YEARS WHEN NO PROFIT IS COMING 
IN. THERE IS STILL A LONG WAY TO GO. 


FOR IT TO WORK, HOWEVER, THERE 
CAN'T BE ANYONE LIKE MICHAEL 
THOMPSON LEFT IN PRISON. 


ADVOCATES LIKE NINA PARKS (WHO NOW 
OVERSEES HER OWN BUSINESS AS WELL) AND 
ENTREPRENEURS LIKE TUCKY BLUNT ARE LIVING 
PROOF THAT EVEN IF AN EQUITABLE FUTURE 
FOR LEGAL CANNABIS WON'T BE EASY, IT'S 
CERTAINLY POSSIBLE. 


AFTER 25 YEARS AND NUMEROUS EFFORTS, 
WITH ADULT-USE CANNABIS INDUSTRIES 
OPERATIONAL IN 15 STATES, MICHAEL 
THOMPSON WAS AT LAST GRANTED CLEMENCY 
IN 2020 AND FINALLY RETURNED HOME IN 
JANUARY OF 2.02.1. 


| JUST HOPE SOMEBODY 
THAT'S DEALING WITH 
PRISON REFORM CAN HEAR 
ME AND LET THEM KNOW 
THAT A LOT OF THINGS NEED 
TO BE DONE. BECAUSE THOSE 
GUYS ARE HUMAN BEINGS, 
AND THE WAY THEY'RE 
TREATING THEM IS NOT 
GOOD, AND HOPEFULLY 
PRISON REFORM WILL 
HELP THEM. 
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UNFORTUNATELY, THERE ARE STILL MANY 
OTHERS INCARCERATED FOR SIMILAR CRIMES. 
AND MOST OF THEM DON'T HAVE HIGH-PROFILE 
EFFORTS BEING MADE ON THEIR BEHALVES. 


UNLESS AN UNPRECEDENTED WAVE OF PARDONS 
IS ISSUED, IT WILL TAKE FEDERAL REFORM TO 
CANNABIS LAW TO ENSURE THAT THE 
POT-TO-PRISON PIPELINE IS PURGED OF ITS 
LAST INMATE. BUT FOR THE FIRST TIME IN 
U.S. HISTORY, LAWMAKERS IN CONGRESS 
SOUND READY TO ACT. 


i / 
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IN 2020, AN OUTBREAK OF COVID-19 AT 
NORTHERN CALIFORNIA'S SAN QUENTIN STATE 
PRISON WAS REPORTEDLY SO BAD THAT 
PRISONERS RESORTED TO A HUNGER STRIKE IN 
JULY. AT PRESENT, THE DISEASE HAS ALREADY 
CLAIMED 28 SAN QUENTIN INMATES AS WELL 
AS AN OFFICER. EVEN WHEN THERE IS NOT A 
GLOBAL HEALTH RISK TO FEAR, SQUALID 
CONDITIONS AND SUBPAR MEDICAL CARE ARE 
EVER-PRESENT CONCERNS FOR AMERICA'S 
PRISON POPULATION. 


Foro are 
Heck BAA 


IN DECEMBER OF 2020, THE HOUSE CHAMBER 
PASSED THE MARIJUANA OPPORTUNITY 
REINVESTMENT AND EXPUNGEMENT ACT, 
OR MORE ACT OF 2.019, BY A VOTE OF 

228-164. WITH THE ACT'S PASSING IN THE 
SENATE, AMONG OTHER THINGS, CANNABIS 
WOULD NO LONGER BE CONSIDERED A 
CONTROLLED SUBSTANCE BY THE FEDERAL 
GOVERNMENT. THE MORE ACT IS ALSO 
RETROACTIVE AND WILL APPLY TO ALL 
OFFENSES, CASES, AND CONVICTIONS: PAST, 
PRESENT, AND FUTURE. 


UNFORTUNATELY, THE 
REPUBLICAN-CONTROLLED SENATE REFUSED TO 
CONSIDER THE BILL. BUT AS OF JANUARY, THE 
DEMOCRATS CONTROL BOTH CHAMBERS OF 
CONGRESS AS WELL AS THE WHITE HOUSE, 
PUTTING COMPREHENSIVE CANNABIS REFORM 
BACK IN PLAY FOR 2.021. 


af 


EVEN IF REPUBLICANS AND DEMOCRATS DON'T 
AGREE ON MUCH, MEANINGFUL CANNABIS 
REFORM CURRENTLY ENJOYS BIPARTISAN 
SUPPORT FROM THE AMERICAN PUBLIC. Q 


ff 18) 
as 


ACCORDING TO NEW SENATE MAJORITY 
LEADER CHUCK SCHUMER, WHETHER IT'S THE 
MORE ACT OR SCHUMER'S OWN MARIJUANA 
FREEDOM AND OPPORTUNITY ACT (OR A 
COMBINATION OF BOTH), HE'S SAID THE FOCUS 
NEEDS TO BE ON EQUITY. 


A YOUNG MAN CAUGHT WITH 
A LITTLE MARIJUANA IN HIS 
POCKET, GETS ARRESTED, HAS 
A CRIMINAL RECORD THE REST 
OF HIS LIFE, CAN'T GET A 
GOOD START, CAN'T GET 
THINGS DONE. | DECIDED WE 
SHOULD DECRIMINALIZE IT. 
THE TIME HAS COME. 


WITH CONTINUED PRESSURE, WHAT 
STARTED AS SEEDS OF CHANGE COULD BE 
ON THE CUSP OF BLOSSOMING... 


..AND ONLY ONCE THIS HAPPENS WILL WE BE 
ABLE TO CALL CANNABIS BY THE SWEETEST 
NAME OF ALL: TRULY LEGAL FOR EVERYONE. 
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OLDEST-RECORDED DRUG USE 


OPIATES 

Burnt opium seeds 

Cueva de los Murciélagos, Spain 
4200 BCE 
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IN 2015, . s 
WIDESPREAD USE OF THE SS 
OPIOID OPANA RESULTED 

IN AN HIV OUTBREAK IN . \ 
SCOTT COUNTY, INDIANA. < | IS 
IT TOOK THEN GOVERNOR 3 
MIKE PENCE A MONTH TO 
SIGN A TEMPORARY EXECUTIVE 


ORDER TO OPEN A SYRINGE 5 48 THE CASES HAD RISEN TO 
EXCHANGE PROGRAM (SEP). spven ALMOST ONE HUNDRED. 


THE OPENING OF A SEP LED TO 
REDUCED NEEDLE SHARING AND 
HELPED CURB NEW INFECTIONS. 
IT ALSO PROVIDED OTHER 
RESOURCES AND SERVICES, j 
INCLUDING HIV TESTING, NARCAN, 4 
CONDOMS, RECOVERY GROUPS, h 
AND OTHER FREE TREATMENTS. DESPITE THE SEP’S 
ue SUCCESS, ITS 
2. aa AUTHORIZATION 
— — : EXPIRES IN 2021. 
fc : SEPS WILL BECOME 


WHILE SEPS HAVE EXISTED IN 
THE U.S. SINCE THE LATE 1980S, 
ONLY 8% OF AT-RISK 


hate Sef 


IN PHILADELPHIA, 

ONE NONPROFIT WANTED 
TO GO EVEN FURTHER: 
BY OPENING SAFEHOUSE, 

THE FIRST SAFE INJECTION 
SITE IN THE US. 


BUT IN 2019, 
THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT SUED, 


SS FROM THE MAYOR, 
THE CITY'S DEPARTMENT 
— ® OF PUBLIC HEALTH, . 
AND COMMUNITY ACTIVISTS, | 
SAFEHOUSE STILL HASN’T | 
BEEN ABLE TO OPEN. 
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_ ESS SEES VHA 
THERE ARE CURRENTLY 


OVER 35000 PEOPLE LIVING 
IN PENNSYLVANIA WITH HIV, 
THE MAJORITY OF WHOM . 
RESIDE IN THE GREATER y we: ° Hx: OF THOSE CURRENTLY 


135% OF MEN AND 
25.3% OF WOMEN 
CONTRACTED HIV BY 
INJECTION DRUG USE 
(IDU). 


PHILADELPHIA AREA. : es j LIVING WITH HIV, 


72% of this ZB 
Peeriarion \S female 
mate 


WHILE THE NEW HIV INFECTIONS 
ATTRIBUTED TO IDU DROPPED 
SIGNIFICANTLY BETWEEN 1980 AND 2015, 

THE CURRENT OPIOID EPIDEMIC HAS LED TO A RISE 
OF NEW INFECTIONS AMONG A NEW DEMOGRAPHIC: 
PRIMARILY WHITE PATIENTS, 

THE MAJORITY OF WHOM BECAME ADDICTED 
TO PRESCRIPTION OPIOIDS FIRST. 


A DEMOGRAPHIC THAT HAS 
HISTORICALLY HAD GREATER ACCESS TO 
THE KIND OF EXPENSIVE HEALTHCARE 
THAT EASILY PRESCRIBES OPIOIDS, 
AND WHOSE PAIN HAS HISTORICALLY 
BEEN TAKEN MORE SERIOUSLY. 
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2020 WAS PENNSYLVANIA'S 
DEADLIEST YEAR SO FAR, 
WITH OVERDOSES AND DEATHS 
INCREASING SIGNIFICANTLY. 


80% OF DEATHS 
INVOLVED FENTANYL, 
A POWERFUL OPIOID 

FIFTY TIMES 

MORE POTENT 

THAN MORPHINE. 


IN THE PAST 
TWO DECADES, 
OPIOID OVERDOSE 
DEATHS HAVE 
INCREASED MORE RAPIDLY 
IN RURAL AREAS THAN 
IN URBAN ONES. 
PATIENTS MOVE FROM 
PRESCRIPTIONS 
TO SYNTHETICS 


if ~AND THEN TO HEROIN. 


yd 


ACCORDING TO THE NATIONAL 
INSTITUTE ON DRUG ABUSE, 
THE OPIOID-RELATED OVERDOSE 
RATE IN PENNSYLVANIA IS 
APPROXIMATELY THREE TIMES 
HIGHER THAN THE REST OF THE US. 
PENNSYLVANIA HAS THE 
FOURTH-HIGHEST RATE 
OF DRUG OVERDOSE DEATHS, 
ONLY BEHIND MARYLAND, 
DELAWARE, AND WEST VIRGINIA- 
BUT IT’S STEADILY INCREASING. 


OX 


IT DOESN'T HELP THAT 

NY | MEDICAL PROFESSIONALS 

ted ARE OFTEN OVERWORKED, 
UNDERPAID, AND 
UNFAMILIAR WITH 

ZA NEWER MEDICAL ISSUES. 
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q. 
“AS A DISABLED 
QUEER OF COLOR, 
I'VE BEEN PRIVILEGED 
“SJ, ENOUGH TO LIVE WITH ASS 
MY CHOSEN FAMILY. JRSS 
BUT WE'RE IN THE "1 NS 
MIDDLE OF NOWHERE, “ N 
AND SOMETIMES I FEEL AS 
ALONE AS IF I WAS BY MYSELF.” 


‘ 
Ant SS MICHAEL, 28, SCHUYLKILL COUNTY 
\ tt ‘ a SS Mn 


Ms 


$ ( “HEN LLost. < 
MY JOB IN 
APRIL LAST YEAR, 
I THOUGHT I COULD HANDLE IT. 
BUT AFTER LOSING MY HUSBAND 
TO COVID-19 IN NOVEMBER.. 
I'M ESTRANGED, 
AND ALL MY FRIENDS 
ARE OLDER TOO. 
WE FACETIME EACH OTHER, 


“TIVE BEEN ON AND OFF FOR YEARS. 
I THOUGHT QUARANTINE WOULD 
HELP ME BREAK THE HABIT, | 


BEING AROUND LESS PEOPLE, N \ BUT IT’S NOT THE SAME. 
BUT I ONLY FEEL WORSE.” x THERE'S NOWHERE ELSE TO GO.” 
= or 
\ — K, LEHIGH COUNTY ' < ~ JOHN, 45, ALLEGHENY COUNTY 
= va 'N . 


IAA 


THE FIRST WAS IN THE 19908, 
WITH OVERDOSES BEING 
ADDICTION EPIDEMICS ATTRIBUTED TO THE RISE IN 
COME IN WAVES, PRESCRIPTION OPIOIDS. 
COMING AND GOING y, 


wah: WW 
BEFORE MOST i CAMPAIGNS INCLUDED 
INSTITUTIONS REALIZE 1" STARTER COUPONS WHICH PROVIDED ‘ 
THAT THEY NEED TO ACT. : ip 7-30 DAY SUPPLIES OF FREE OXYCONTIN, _\ 
! AREA-LEVEL CHARACTERISTICS WERE USED TO '| 
DIRECT OPIOID MARKETING AND DISTRIBUTION, \. 
BY FOCUSING ON AREAS WITH ACTIVE PAIN 
| CLINICS AND POPULATIONS WITH HIGH RATES 


FEATURES 


\ 


_ OF INJURIES AND DISABILITY-RELATED PAIN.* ; |/ 


ath is NRE oa 
SW il Massa 
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THE SECOND WAS IN 2010, 
AFTER THE FINANCIAL 
CRASH OF 2008. 
HEROIN WAS CHEAP AND 
FREELY AVAILABLE, AND 
INCRESEASED STRESS 
CAUSED PEOPLE TO 
SEEK COMFORT. 


THE THIRD BEGAN IN 2013, 
WHEN FENTANYL GAINED 
POPULARITY AS A CHEAP, 
MORE POWERFUL OPIOID 

ALTERNATIVE THAT COULD 

BE COMBINED WITH 
HEROIN TO INCREASE 
POTENCY. 


THE FOURTH COULD BE BEGINNING NOW. 
THE LACK OF ACCESS TO ADDICTION 
SERVICES AND RESOURCES DURING THE 
COVID-19 PANDEMIC HAS LED TO AN 
INCREASE IN NEEDLE SHARING. 


AND WITH THE INTERRUPTION IN 
AVAILABLE STD TESTING AND THE 
AVAILABILITY OF ANTIVIRAL MEDICATIONS, 
THERE'S A DECREASED ABILITY TO 
DETECT CLUSTERS OF INFECTION 
BEFORE THEY SPREAD. 


WHILE THERE IS STILL 
NO CURE FOR HIV, 
IT CAN BE A MANAGEABLE 
CHRONIC ILLNESS, 
AND THERE'S A LOT TO LEARN 
IN HOW HIV HAS BEEN 
HANDLED THAT CAN 
HELP US WITH ADDICTION. 


*DAVID C. PERLMAN AND ASHLY €. JORDAN, “THE SYNDEMIC OF OPIOID MISUSE, OVERDOSE, HCV, 
74 =) AND HIV! STRUCTURAL-LEVEL CAUSES AND INTERVENTIONS,” CURRENT HIV/AIDS REPORTS (2018). 


wy 


vA PS Sd Se “ee ae ees 7’ it Ops . 
THE COMMUNITY WORK OF [NM 
GAY MEN AND TRANSGENDER WOMEN | 
OF COLOR IN THE EARLY ‘80S EDUCATED 
MANY QUEER PEOPLE ABOUT HIV/AIDS. 


eae 
Z 


WITHOUT THE PUBLICATION OF 
HOW TO HAVE SEX IN AN EPIDEMIC (1983) 
OR PLAY FAIR (1982) BY ACTIVISTS, 
THE SAFER SEX MOVEMENT WOULD NOT 
EXIST AS WE KNOW IT TODAY. 


AULT ER Shh 


and 


PENNSYLVANIA SECRETARY 
OF HEALTH DR. RACHEL LEVINE 
SIGNED A STANDING ORDER FOR 
PRESCRIPTIONS OF NALOXONE. 
A STANDING ORDER ALLOWS A 
4 PHARMACIST TO DISPENSE TO 
ANYONE WITHOUT A PRESCRIPTION, 
AND IS COVERED BY THE 
STATE'S MEDICAID PROGRAM. 


| NALOXONE IS A MEDICATION THAT 
CAN REVERSE AN OPIOID OVERDOSE. 
WHEN ADMINISTERED, EITHER BY 
NASAL SPRAY OR INJECTION, 
IT BLOCKS THE EFFECTS OF OPIOIDS 
ON THE BRAIN AND CAN RESTORE 
BREATHING WITHIN EIGHT MINUTES. RX = 
IT'S EXTREMELY EFFECTIVE WHEN = PA OF aAIe ORIGINAL 


DISTRIBUTED FREELY. NALOXONE GUIDELINES ACT OF 
— AJ 2018 ALSO ALLOWS FRIENDS 

AND FAMILY OF THOSE AT RISK 

TO ACCESS THIS MEDICATION. 


AWS 


OF COURSE, ADDICTION IS STIGMATIZED, 
JUST AS HIV/AIDS WAS DECADES AGO 
(WHEN IT WAS KNOWN AS GAY-RELAT ED 
IMMUNE DEFICIENCY, OR GRID). 


BUT TO EFFECTIVELY HELP 
THOSE AFFECTED BY ADDICTION 
AND PREVENT A FOURTH WAVE, 

WE ALREADY KNOW COLLABORATION 

IS ESSENTIAL FOR SURVIVAL. 


FEATURES 


A 250-page 
anthology of 
queer comics — 
from The Nib— 
showcasing 
our best history, 
memoir, and 
satire from 
LGBTQ artists. 


Featuring: 
Hazel Newlevant 
Matt Lubchansky 

Maia Kobabe 
Shing Yin Khor 
Joey Alison Sayers 
Breena Nufiez 
Kazimir Lee 


And many, many more! 


20 
ao aAWARD WINNER 


mat 
ae ANDING ANTHOLOGY 
ow 


Order online at thenib.com/books 


The last time | Saw my couSin Dave 
was at his bail heaving, 
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a= 


He had been carrying $1.6 million Worth 
of cocaine to his cay When police caught 
him duving a pevation. 


Coy months but 
¢ hadn't known about Dave. 


The guy the police weve after was 

caught Smuggling £5 million in cocaine, 
hevoin, and MDMA, as well as 25 five- 
ayms acvoss the U.S.-Canada border. 


My aunt had followed a Swami there She met Dave’s dad at the aShvam, 
after he appeared at hey university a Soft-Spoken British man who played 
promoting meditation. —~ devotional Songs to the Swami. 


Dave’s childhood waS unuSual. Families He and his best friend Tom moved into 
_ lived separately. <a  theiy own place when they weve 12. 
¢ oe 1 


ie 


a) a 
os - SS 
They weve homeSchooled, 


Z—] taught by ashvam followers, 
a and had little Structure. 


—— 
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Dave and the other aShvam kids 
voaméd Wild and free on the 
mountainside. 


Dave left the ashram in 2001 when he 
was 16. His dad died of a brain tumor 
in a ToYonto hoSpital that year. 


knew and “8 


loved him. ~@ 
> SAA a 
Wit a <—é 


Around the Same time, two articles 
came out in a Canadian national 
heWSpapey expoSing money and Sex 


ane Scandals at the aShyvam. | WG 


__ “In the past two years, a large number ~ | 
‘> have returned to Canada, alleging that €: 
( the Swami has broken the ashram’s . 


2 


rake 


| was 20 when my family and | 
went to visit the aShram in 2008. S 


FEATURES 


NI We went to ‘ ‘SatSang,” a wash 


- ps gathering where the Swami 9) 
/) Dis r 3 = addvessed his followers. 


The Swami Spoke about the potential to 

attain shlightanmant through medita- 

tion, and become “pure, free, wee 
rN 


a 
Amaram Hum er ie 
IN 


7 i) ' weil 
At the Same time aS our visit, 
Dave veturned to the area for 
the first time in Seven years. 


a was — — 
eee Lat the ashvam 
ae 


wis. Would —_ in ve ant to visit © 
_ hiS mom and old friends, but he 
didn’t want to see the Swami. 


wit 


On our visit in 2008, Dave took my sister He showed us lavage blocks of hash from 
and mé on a hike up the mountains to different YegionS, molded into deSigns 
meet a Japanese man living in a tarpaulin indicating Where they were produced. 
Structure with a ih of wild me 
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Some lacked the designs of move — 
Valuable producers, like counterfeit bags. 


Back in the hotel voom, Dave told us 
the veal deal about the ashram. 


He Spoke about one of his best 
friends Who had been Sexually abused XN 
by the Swami from when she was 11 

i = to 15 years old. ——— 
= 


D << 


". € 


“ES, ey 
When ores found a4 he and his friends 
= knew they couldn't Stay at the aShvam, So 
they left, with or without their parents. 


Back in Canada, Dave got into business Left to fend for himself, Dave moved 
School. He waS a bright Student but out West and clipped cannabis plants. 
couldn't adjust to the Structure and mw , Vi 
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He bought a condo, drove nice cars, 
and Wore expensive clothes. 


When he returned to Toronto, he was 
havd to get ahold of, always Switching 
his numbey to a new burner phone. 
Bubby Said he was in “pharmaceuticals.” 


He inthe he Started a papey—Supply 
business. We all Suspected it waS a 
covey, but we didn’t ask questions. 


When we did see him, he brought 
his girlfriend to meet us. 


0 te \ \ \ eh 
A big, Strong guy with So: 
edges, he had a melodic, 
childlike 9'99/2, a family trait. 


He was inquisitive and. encouraging. 


Dave developed an addiction around the At first | heard it was “opiates,” 
time he and his givlfviend moved to and Someone else ae R. wae crack, 
Peru. His health went into decline, and 
he developed diabetes. 
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When they moved back to Canada, his 
girlfriend enlisted the help of a few 
friends and family to get him to ge to 
vehab, but he was Stubborn. 


He would return to Peru to take part 

: in ayahuaSca ceremonies to try to 

} throw off his ara but it never. 
|) may Seemed to Wor 


He told us he waS ¢ anging his diet 
to deal with his diabetes and was 
Suveé to get better Soon. 


We didn’t know it, but he started doing 
bigger, riskier - to keep up his habit. 


When | Saw him at a couSin’s 
wedding in 2018, | had a feeling 
his addiction Would kill him. 


Not long after the wedding, | got the call. At the heaving, Dave looked healthy 


; ; after being clean for a few weeks. He 
It's Dad. Dave's The lawyer Says he? ; 


b 1 was working out, eating well, getting 
Aven avvesteds facing double digits regular medical checkups. 
\ of prison time. =; 


—= | 5) | 


Dave’s childhood friend Josh put up 
the $100,000 bail, Vowing to keep 
Dave out of trouble. He Wouldn't be 
able to 9° out alone, leave the 
country, o¥ do “i 


Tosh and Dave Started living together. 
They worked out and went running, 
but they got back into old habits. 


They had a party at Tosh’s cottage, 
“the last one” they told Dave's _" 
givlfriend. Dave and another 


Womah took cocaine ahd overdosed. 


aad 
The woman Suvvived, but Dave didn’t. 
The autopSy report Showed it was laced 
with fentanyl. He was 35 years old. 
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Letters Sent by Dave’s friends from 
all over the world weve vead at the 
funeral, echoing memories of Dave aS a 
sweet little boy, wise beyond his years. 


and quoted the Swami, who 
had passed away by then. 


Please, let’s not remember Dave 
for the last six months of his life. 


Remember ie as the friend who was \ 
always there, the entrepreneur who 
made a remarkable Success of himself. 


He likened their childhood to 
Mowgli in The Jungle Book. 


No oh@ you meet will ever understand 
what you've lived through, So You hold 
\ tight those you lived through it with. 


When you've had a pas: 
like ouvS, you've an alien 
wherever you go. 


“ Losing Dave is like 
loSing a part of myself. 


Was Dave’s trip to India in 
2008 a business trip? HiS paper 
business, waS it veal ov a cover? 
Pm almost positive that 2008 
WaS not a business trip. The 
paper business waS veal. 


hs 
) 
L 

o f 


Y ree 
iS So much about Dav 


Once at a family dinney, when he was 
in the early Stages of his addiction, 
| remember Dave asking for a tighter hug. 


I thought Dave wouldn't want to tell 
uS about his life in order to protect 
us, but | think he longed to be closer. 


Dave lived an incredible life, a life 
that kept him apart in many ways. 


‘+ 


But | will never forget him. 


SIM UP FoR the NIB DaiL4-NewsletteR 


To paraphrase Aldous Huxley from his | Dude! Nobody knows what time it is 

book The Doors of Perception, “meaning anymore. All we know is, it’s high time = YD) 
and existence become more significant you sign up for a daily hit of comics T al © NI ‘It 
than spatial relationships and time.” in your inbox at thenib.com/daily. 
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ot 


\/ 


HIS FEELS SO PETULANT. 


i 


EVEN WITH THAT 
STRANGENESS, 


. 
OX) hv 


INTO IMPORTANT 
WAYS | COULD 


2 AND ASSERTING 
> MYSELF AS SUCH 
STILL FELT 

ALITTLE 


WHAT IS THE PURPOSE 
OF YOUR VISIT? 


I WANT TO START LOOKING 
INTO MICRODOSING ON 
TESTOSTERONE AND TO SEE 
WHAT STEPS ARE NEEDED TO 
GET TESTED FOR ADHD. 


TESTOSTERONE? WHY WOULD YOU 
WANT TO TAKE TESTOSTERONE? 
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EXCUSE 
ME FORA 
MOMENT. 


UM... BECAUSE I’M 
NONBINARY AND WANT TO 
LOOK MORE MASCULINE. 


= —_—oN YOU FOR WAITING. 


CAN YOU 
EXPLAIN TO 
ME WHAT, UH, 
“NONBINARY” IS? 


I DON'T EXPECT DOCTORS TO BE OMNIPOTENT, 
BUT THIS WAS DEFINITELY A BAD START. 


OKAY, WELL... 
YEAH, OKAY. IT, UH. IT MEANS I WOULD 


' 
I'M NEITHER MALE NOR FEMALE. SUGGEST YOU 


SEEA 
SPECIALIST 
PERSONALLY, I PREFER FOR THAT. 
TO PRESENT AS MORE 
MASCULINE, WHICH IS 
WHY I AM LOOKING 
INTO TESTOSTERONE. 


ALL THESE AWARDS ON YOUR WALL 
AND YOU CAN’T REFER ME TO AN 
ENDOCRINOLOGIST? 
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WHEN COMING 
TO TERMS WITH 
MY GENDER 
IDENTITY, IT 
TOOK ME YEARS 
TO REALIZE IT 
WASN’T MY BODY 
I HATED, JUST 
THE WAY I WAS 
TOLD TO 
PRESENT IT. 


A FULL DOSE OF TESTOSTERONE WILL 
USUALLY RESULT IN A PERSON’S BODY 
CHANGING FAIRLY QUICKLY. 


WITHIN 
A FEW 
MONTHS, 
T CAN GIVE 
SOMEONE: 


A 
DEEPER 
VOICE, 


FACIAL 
HAIR, 


AND MORE 
MASCULINE 
MUSCLE TONE 
AND FAT 
DISTRIBUTION. 


THAT BEING SAID, 
I OFTEN WISHED 
FOR A DEEPER 
VOICE, BROADER 
SHOULDERS, AND 
A SLIGHTLY MORE 
MASCULINE FACE 
WITHOUT HAVING 
TO FULLY PASS 
AS A MAN. 


WHEN MICRODOSING, THOSE 
CHANGES HAPPEN MORE GRADUALLY. 


THAT MAKES IT EASIER TO y 
CAREFULLY MONITOR THE 
TRANSITION, 


AND TO STOP TAKING T 
IF AND WHEN YOU WANT 
TO STOP MORE CHANGES 
FROM OCCURRING. 


I'LL NEVER FORGET THE HOPE AND = 
EXCITEMENT | FELT 


WHEN | FIRST 
REALIZED WHAT 
MICRODOSING 


COULD DO Ms \ 
FOR ME. tg s 
me 


I HAD BEEN THINKING IT OVER 
FOR MONTHS BEFORE FINALLY DECIDING 
TO DISCUSS IT WITH A DOCTOR. 


AFTER ALL THAT TIME SPENT FINDING I DIDN’T HAVE HIGH HOPES FOR THE 
THE COURAGE TO SAY THAT REST OF THE VISIT, TO SAY THE LEAST. 
THIS WAS WHAT I 
WANTED, ALL 
I WAS MET WITH 
WAS IGNORANCE 
AND DISMISSAL. 
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IT LOOKS LIKE... 
YOU HAVE IT 


THIS DOCTOR AND | HAD BEEN WHILE THERE IS NO SINGLE PHYSICAL 
IN THE SAME ROOM TOGETHER FOR OR GENETIC TEST FOR DIAGNOSING 
NO MORE THAN FIVE MINUTES. ADHD IN ADULTS, THE PROCESS USUALLY 
I WAS EXPECTING A REFERRAL INVOLVES MULTIPLE STEPS WITH 
FOR A PSYCHIATRIST, NOT AN VARIOUS EVALUATIONS AND TESTS. 


OUTRIGHT DIAGNOSIS. 


‘ eS Se fa 
Sa 
c 


Ac 


> ¢ 
Ge 
: 


YOU CAN’T WALK INTO A 
DOCTOR'S OFFICE AND BE 
DIAGNOSED ON THE SPOT. 

IT’S JUST NOT THAT SIMPLE! 
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WHAT MAKES YOU SAY THAT? MY SEXUALITY HASN’T BEEN DISCUSSED 
AT ANY POINT DURING THE VISIT. 


JUST MY GENDER. 


DID SHE REALLY JUST SAY 
WELL, MOST GAY THAT OUT LOUD?? 


PEOPLE HAVE IT. 


I'M NOT SAYING ALL GAY PEOPLE HAVE IT. 
STATISTICS ARE IT'S NOT A BAD THING TO HAVE ADHD. 
YOU BASING 
THAT OFF OF? BESIDES, THERE'SA 
CERTAIN DELAY 
IN YOUR SPEECH 
WOULD MY THAT INDICATES 
INSURANCE STILL YOU HAVE IT 
COVER THE AS WELL. 


THE DOCTOR WROTE 
ME A PRESCRIPTION 
FOR ADDERALL. 


UNLIKE TESTOSTERONE, ADDERALL 
IS A FEDERALLY CONTROLLED SUBSTANCE. Va) 


HELPFUL FOR PEOPLE WITH ADHD, 
IT CAN ALSO BE 
HIGHLY ADDICTIVE 


AND CAN CAUSE © 


CARDIOVASCULAR ISSUES, 
SEIZURES, AND MANY OTHER 
FUN SIDE EFFECTS. 


Q 2 WHILE IT CAN BE EXTREMELY 


ALMOST A YEAR AFTER THE 
APPOINTMENT, | STILL 
DO NOT HAVE A FIRM 
ADHD DIAGNOSIS 


BECAUSE THE 
NECESSARY 
TESTS CANNOT 
BE CONDUCTED 
SAFELY UNDER 
QUARANTINE. 


MY NEW PSYCHIATRIST WAS SHOCKED 
WHEN | TOLD HER HOW QUICKLY | HAD 
BEEN DIAGNOSED. 3 


IT TOOK A BLOOD 
TEST AND MULTIPLE 
APPOINTMENTS 
BEFORE SHE COULD 
SAFELY ADVISE ME 
TO TAKE THE 
ADDERALL I WAS 
PRESCRIBED 

SO HASTILY. 


I WAS ABLE TO START MICRODOSING 
ON TESTOSTERONE THANKS TOA 

: VIRTUAL APPOINTMENT WITH 
PLANNED PARENTHOOD. 


AS OF NOW 
I HAVE BEEN ON 
2.5 GRAMS OF T 
FOR SIX MONTHS 
AND FINALLY 
FEEL LIKE 


CO) WITH ALL THE ANXIOUS JOY 


> 
= IB 
S 


SS 


I FELT COMING OUT, 
THIS WAS AN IMPORTANT 
WAKE-UP CALL. 


FOR 

MANY 

TRANS 

PEOPLE, 

ESPECIALLY 

TRANS PEOPLE OF COLOR, 
AN IGNORANT DOCTOR CAN 
BE A DEATH SENTENCE. 


I ENTERED THE OFFICE OFA 
TRANSPHOBIC DOCTOR AND MANAGED 
TO COME OUT PHYSICALLY UNSCATHED. 


AS FRUSTRATING AS THE 
WHOLE APPOINTMENT WAS, | AM 
CONSTANTLY REMINDED THAT IT 
COULD HAVE BEEN FAR WORSE. 
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OLDEST-RECORDED DRUG USE 


COCAINE 


Chewed coca leaves mixed with lime 
Nanchoc Valley, Peru 
5000 BCE 


Gemma Correll 


Welds CUS Funrrarcr! 
@ Oe 


STRIPS 


AT 
RECEIVE 


WAILE supplies J cast 
NOT COVERED BY Any INSURANCE 


Joey Alison Sayers 


I don’t know, man, maybe 
we shouldn't be 
Rastafarians. 


sleep in on 
Sundays. 


Oh, dude! Have you heard about that 
church where they take psychedelic mushrooms? 


¥ : 
es totally join Yam 

that church! 
S| OS 


STRIPS 


Eric Haven 


STONERMAN 


STRIPS 


7. OR IS WEED 
STRONGER THAN - 


IT USED TO BE ? 


Ben Passmore 


Back in the 40s, when | was coming up, 
while the other kids wa to be firemen 
or whatever, all | wanted to be was 
a gangster 


My biggest hurdle to being a true 
gangster was that | grew up jn rural 
New England. The only real drive-bys 
were tourists Staring at fall leaves 
driving around my hood. 


Even tf my life seemed far removed from 
rappers’ lives, we all shared the realities 
of being poor Black People in a world not 
built for us, And sure, there woS ways we 
learned to cope that Could be destructive. 


\was inspired in no small part 
by the rap music | loved. 


\ con's be faded 
ma nxxxa from +the 


morherfuckin 
stveeeeeeetss 


\didn+ grow up with many role 
models, so | looked to rappers to 
teach me how to hustle. | even 
tried selling drugs for a bit. 


Like q 
Cracker? 


Over the years I've learned to 
listen Past the bravado and take 
the lessons my role models 
were really trying to teach. 


Mon. this hits 
different when 
\'m sober 


STRIPS 


Keith Knight 


 @MICRODSSOLL BO Ya 


OTA ADMIT MY NORTH CACKALACY| { You KNOW WHAT DEMONIZING ALL 
vt \S ENNIOVS OF ALL THES THESE DRUGS HAS GOTTEN DS 7 
FOLKS (LGALLY MIGRODOSING FoR 


THERAPEUTIC. PURPOSES... 


ARTCR WHAT Weve GONe THRD THE! | AND | GUARANTCE You: (F WE DoseD 
THe HAUS OF CONGRESS, OUR 
NITION WOULD BE IN A MUG BETTER 
CATe RIGHT Now, 


Kendra Wells 


WHILE WE'RE STUCK HOME IN LOCKDOWN, 

WHAT BETTER WAY TO KILL TIME THAN GETTING 
STONED AND FINDING EXCITING WAYS TO SHOVEL 
FOOD INTO YOUR GULLET? 


‘MUNGH MADNESS ” 
RANKINGS! 


PIEROGI WITH MAYO 


NOT AS BAD AS IT SOUNDS, BUT STICK WITH 
SOUR CREAM, NOT ALL CONDIMENTS ARE 
CREATED EQUAL. 


3/5 STARS 


TORTILLA WITH TOFURKY 
AND SALAD DRESSING 


BLEAK. DOESN'T TASTE AWFUL BUT IS VERY 
COLD AND SAD. 


2/5 STARS 


BAKED BEANS + 
MAC & CHEESE + PEAS 
SORTA LUKE A BUNCH OF BBQ SIDES MASHED UP 
INTO ONE BIG PILE OF SLOP. DELICIOUS BUT 
MORE EFFORT THAN OTHER MUNCHIES. 


POPCORN AND SALSA 


DISASTER!!! TEXTURAL NIGHTMARE! 
THE POPCORN mELTS!! Do NOT ATTEMPT!! 


0/5 STARS 


ea 103 


BUFFAL© POTATO CHIPS 
AND GARLIC HUMMUS 


SAVORY, CRUNCHY, SATISFYING, AND ABOUT AS 
HEALTHY AS A MUNCHIE GETS. 


4/35 STARS 


STRIPS 


STRIPS 


- First Time on MDMA “+ 


it'shet sud 
No? hhh , the aur 
Feeks violet and | 


First time (unintentionally) 
Smuggling drugs across 
an international border. 


thank gvys SA rweh, | cant 
believe’ I'm here and we just 
eats we're fod : 


\ ne 00. LET'S Go 
you eae= BACK IN 
oath. \ 


, 
= manah- rere 


Shannon Wheeler 


TOO MUCH COFFEE MAW 


COFFEE 


ROLLER COASTER 
Cc.’ ~~” 


WY BEAUTIFUL 


i 
! ' 
\ 


SHOULO I GET ANOTHER 


L THINK 
T'M GOING 
To DIE. 


FKL PER. TC 

BND Sie AND Wt WML 
PRIDE DWN aR AL Noe elt 
AT UP a Naru Mit 


AS 


O)2021 SHAnwos WHEELER: 


STRIPS 


STRIPS 
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KC Green 


Lagol Wood FAQ. 
SHOW DO,YouR 

MOPERATE\THISE 

BeLAPPARAT USP, 


Ps oe 

a Yon. 

he wat ne 
= : 


HM-m-M 


6S, 


seme AND, NOW YOU, 
Se ARC: HIGH, MY 
== lm Dude 
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BECOME A M EM BER O F 


@lkwell 


omicd~ ARe 
GOOD MediciNE 


Let’s up 
the dosage to 
three strips 


Ask your doctor if comics are right for | you may feel a sense of euphoria 
you. Side effects may include bouts of when you recieve three issues of our =: i) 
satire, nonfiction, memoir, and political | award-winning print magazine a year. T Hi © N ‘It 
comics. When you join The Inkwell, Get well at thenib.com/inkwell. 


OLDEST-RECORDED DRUG USE 


CANNABIS 


Cannabis funerary braziers 
Jirzankal Cemetery, Xinjiang, China 
500 BCE 


I NEVER PROMISED YOU A ROSE GARDEN 


BY MANNIE MURPHY 


In this incredible debut graphic novel, what begins as an affectionate reminiscence of the author’s 
1990s teenage infatuation with the late actor River Phoenix and the films of Gus Van Sant morphs 
into a remarkable, sprawling account of the city of Portland and state of Oregon’s dark history of 
white nationalism. 


“Reading occasionally like true “This crucial, original work relates a local “Murphy’s piercing debut 
crime and raising provocative history with candor and insight and is a grants a sobering reflection 
questions about masculinity, gem not to be missed. It uses the book’s on the depth and deadliness 
power, and art, this unique graphic complete form—its sensitive art, its skilled of American intolerance.” 
novel critically examines queer storytelling, its mistakes and indie struc- — Publishers Weekly 
cinema and pokes holes in the rosy, ture—to capture a dark tale of youth via the 
naive view of the Pacific Northwest observations of a wise narrator recalling 
as a progressive stronghold.” what happened both as an adult now and, 


Booklist (Starred Review) uniquely, as a kid when it went down! 


—Lambda Literary 


CONNECT WITH US AT FANTAGRAPHICS.com| [J € | @FANTAGRAPHICS 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


Letters to what's 
the Editor 


Ibuprofen. When you no longer have 8 hours for Daniel Tiger. Gets my kid through breakfast 
sleep and 8 hours for leisure, it is a worker's and bedtime every. single. day. -Paul 
best friend. -TR 


My favorite drug is Latuda, because 
it helps control my bipolar. -Morenin 


Trikafta might have just doubled the life span | love weed because it helps my mind wander more 
of my wife with cystic fibrosis. -Robin and my body hurt less. Im high right now! -HK 


Drugs keep us going. They relax, heal, sustain, and save 
our bodies and minds. We asked The Nib’s Inkwell members 
to name their favorite for Erlend Sandoy to illustrate. 


My favorite drug is epinephrine. You wouldn't BEElieve the 
kick a little adrenaline has after an insect sting. -Jesse 


S 


(IRS 


Zoloft. Because it helped me survive (literally) Irish whiskey. No matter what fancy drugs they 
postpartum depression during a pandemic. -Katy create, nothing beats it for coughs, congestion, 


sore throat, laryngitis, etc. -Ann 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 
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CONTRIBUTING EDITORS 

ANDY WARNER 
SARAH MIRK 
WHIT TAYLOR 


DESIGNER, 
MARK 
KAVEMAN 


PRINTED IN THE USA BY SHERIDAN. ALL COMICS COPYRIGHT THEIR RESPECTIVE CREATORS. 
NO REPRODUCTION WITHOUT PERMISSION EXCEPT FOR SHORT EXCERPTS FOR REVIEW 


EUR Oee FOLLOW US ONLINE FOR DAIL! 
ESR ALY HO) 4 
Fam i gS 


z paren ONS AT THENIGB.COm 
RN A BIR IIE 


BRIAN 
BOX 


at coal an SOPHIE Boe use 


DEFORGE 
GAVE HIMSELE BLACK YAN 
HAIRY TONGUE SYNDROME 
WITH PEPTO BISMOL TWICE, 
ONCE INTENTIONALLY. 


HAS USED 
ow DRUGS FOR 


CAN'T TELL YOU ae 
ABOUT HER 
FAVORITE DRUGS. RECREATION. 


SOMETINES 

XANAX IS A 

LIFESAVER, 
CANNABIS TOO. 


REBECCA 


ROHER 


WAS ONCE SO HIGH 
ON LAUGHING GAS 
SHE THOUGHT THE 
DENTAL SURGEON WAS 
GIVING HER A REALLY 
FUN MAKEOVER. 


9 ALSO FEATURING: 


ANDREW GREENSTONE 
ASHLEY CASWELL 
BEN PASSMORE , DE cos 
DANIEL IAQiZARQI & 
ERIC HAVEN Ey 
EQLEND SANDOY Ces 
GEMMA CORRELL ISON & QUEST 7 
ISSY MANLEY ea 
IsuRI urrernt 
JOEY ALISON SAYERS (ACTUALLY ee fe 
KANE LYNCH wl 
KC GREEN ADE. 
KEITH KNIGHT 
KENDRA WELLS 
MARIAH-RQOSE MARIE 
omAR AL FIL 
RACHEL QUAST 
RACHEL DUKES 
ROWAN CATS 
SHANNON WHEELER 
VINCY Lim 
WANG XULIN 


YAZAN AL-SAADI 
ZACK aa 


iB 


OLDEST-RECORDED DRUG USE 


4 VARA 


80mm 


CAFFEINE 

Tea leaves *Chinese records attest to use 1,000 
Jing Di tomb complex, China years earlier, but are not verified in 
141 BCE* 


the archaeological record 


In this issue: 

112 pages of mind-altering substances. 
Cartoonists from around the world share quick hits 
of illustrated stories about the politics and personal 
impacts of drugs, including lithium, testosterone, 
antidepressants, opiates, and marijuana. 


Say yes to the Drugs issue! n 


Featuring work 
from more than 
30 cartoonists! 


